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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 STATUTORY AUTHORITY AND REQUIREMENTS

This Initial Study has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
(California Public Resources Code [PRC] Sections 21000, et seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines (14
California Code of Regulations Title 14 Sections 15000, et seq.). This Initial Study is an informational
document intended to be used as a decision-making tool for the Lead Agency and responsible agencies in
considering and acting on the proposed Project.

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15063, the City, as Lead Agency, has prepared this Initial Study to
determine if the proposed Circulation and Transportation Element Update Project (Project) would have a
significant effect on the environment. If, as a result of the Initial Study, the Lead Agency finds that there
is evidence that mitigation cannot reduce the impact to a less than significant level for any aspect of the
proposed Project, then the Lead Agency must prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to analyze
project-related and cumulative environmental impacts. Alternatively, if the Lead Agency finds that there
is no evidence that the proposed Project as proposed may cause a significant effect on the environment,
the Lead Agency may prepare a Negative Declaration (ND). If the Lead Agency finds that there is evidence
of a significant impact, but the impact can be reduced through mitigation, the Lead Agency may prepare
a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND). Such determination can be made only if “there is no substantial
evidence in light of the whole record before the Lead Agency” that such significant environmental impacts
may occur (PRC Section 21080(c)).

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15063(c), the purposes of an Initial Study are to:

1. Provide the Lead Agency with information to use as the basis for deciding whether to prepare an
EIR, MND or a ND;

2. Enable an applicant or Lead Agency to modify a project, mitigating adverse impacts before an EIR
is prepared, thereby enabling the project to qualify for a ND;

3. Assist in the preparation of an EIR, if one is required, by;
a. Focusing the EIR on the effects determined to be significant,
b. Identifying the effects determined not to be significant,

c. Explaining the reasons for determining that potentially significant effects would not be
significant, and

d. Identifying whether a program EIR, tiering, or another appropriate process can be used
for analysis of the project’s environment effects.

4. Facilitate environmental assessment early in the design of a project;

5. Provide documentation of the factual basis for the finding in a MND or ND that a project will not
have a significant effect on the environment;

6. Eliminate unnecessary EIRs; and

7. Determine whether a previously prepared EIR could be used with the project.
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The environmental documentation, which is ultimately selected by the City in accordance with CEQA, is
intended as an informational document undertaken to provide an environmental basis for subsequent
discretionary actions upon the proposed Project. The resulting environmental documentation is not,
however, a policy document and its approval and/or certification neither presupposes nor mandates any
actions on the part of those agencies from whom permits and other discretionary approvals would be
required.

1.2 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15367, the City of Bell Gardens (City), as the Lead Agency, has
the authority for environmental review and adoption of the environmental documentation, in accordance
with CEQA. As set forth in State CEQA Guidelines Section 15070, an Initial Study leading to a Negative
Declaration (IS/ND) or Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) can be prepared when:

e The Initial Study shows that there is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before
the agency, that the project may have a significant effect on the environment (resulting in a
Negative Declaration), or

o The Initial Study identifies potentially significant effects, but:

o Revisions in the project plans or proposals made by, or agreed to by the applicant before
a proposed mitigated negative declaration and initial study are released for public review
would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a point where clearly no significant
effects would occur, and

o There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that the
project as revised may have a significant effect on the environment (resulting in a
Mitigated Negative Declaration).

Based on the Environmental Checklist Form and supporting environmental analysis provided in Section
4.0, Environmental Analysis, the proposed Project would have no impact or a less than significant impact
concerning all environmental issue areas.

1.3 PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS

The Notice of Intent (NOI) to Adopt a Negative Declaration has been provided to the Clerk of the County
of Los Angeles and mailed to responsible agencies and trustee agencies concerned with the Project and
other public agencies with jurisdiction by law over resources affected by the Project. A 30-day public
review period has been established for the IS/ND in accordance with State CEQA Guidelines Section
15073. During the public review period, the IS/ND was made available for review at the following location:

e City of Bell Gardens Website:
https://www.bellgardens.org/our-city/about-bell-gardens/document-central

In reviewing the IS/ND, affected public agencies and interested members of the public should focus on
the document’s adequacy in identifying and analyzing the potential environmental impacts and the ways
in which the Project’s potentially significant effects can be avoided or mitigated.
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Written comments on this IS/ND may be sent to:

Grissel Chavez

Director of Public Works

City of Bell Gardens

7100 Garfield Avenue

Bell Gardens, CA 90201

Email: GChavez@bellgardens.org

Following receipt and evaluation of comments from agencies, organizations, and/or individuals, the City
will determine whether any substantial new environmental issues have been raised, and if further
documentation may be required. If no new environmental issued have been raised or if the issues raised
do not provide substantial evidence that the Project would have a significant effect on the environment,
the IS/ND will be considered for adoption and the Project for approval.

1.4 INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

Pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15150, a ND may incorporate by reference all or portions of
another document which is a matter of public record or is generally available to the public. Where all or
part of another document is incorporated by reference, the incorporated language shall be set forth in
full as part of the ND’s text.

The documents outlined below, which were utilized during preparation of this Negative Declaration and
are a matter of public record, are hereby incorporated by reference.

Bell Gardens General Plan

The City Council comprehensively adopted the City of Bell Gardens General Plan 2010 on November 27,
1995 (Resolution 95-27). The General Plan is a comprehensive legal document that sets forth the City’s
long-range planning policies and serves as the guiding document for achieving the community’s vision for
the future. The General Plan contains policies to guide land use and development and is organized into
seven mandatory “elements” in accordance with California Government Code Section 65302: Land Use,
Circulation and Transportation, Open Space and Recreation, Conservation, Safety, Noise, and Housing.
The Circulation and Transportation Element is the subject of this ND.

Bell Gardens General Plan EIR

On November 27, 1995, the City certified the Final EIR and adopted General Plan 2010. The Final EIR
analyzed potential environmental impacts associated with future development in the City allowed under
the proposed Land Use Element. With the implementation of General Plan policies and programs, the
Final EIR concluded that all impacts, with the exception of air quality, can be mitigated to insignificant
levels. The Final EIR concluded that the City of Bell Gardens is located within a “non-attainment” basin
and further contributions of pollutant emissions to the basin are considered a significant impact. A
Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted for the significant air quality impacts and noted that
all new development will be subject to the environmental review requirements pursuant to state and local
CEQA requirements, including the analysis of potential air quality impacts and any requisite mitigation,
The environmental review undertaken for the City of Bell Gardens General Plan Update does not eliminate
the requirements for any subsequent environmental review for development arising from the General
Plan's implementation.
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Bell Gardens Municipal Code

The City of Bell Gardens Municipal Code consists of the City’s regulatory and penal ordinances, and certain
administrative ordinances. The City’s Zoning Ordinance is codified into Title 9, Zoning and Planning
Regulations. The purpose of the Zoning Ordinance is to provide for the creation of zones in the
incorporated area of the city and to prescribe area requirements, classes of uses, and standards of
development for buildings, structures, improvements, and premises in the various zones of the city. More
specifically, the purpose is to encourage, classify, designate, regulate, restrict, and segregate the highest
and best location and use of buildings, structures, and land to serve the needs of agriculture, residences,
commerce, industry, and other purposes in appropriate places; to regulate and limit the height, number
of stories and size of buildings and to administer property development standards, including but not
limited to structure height, bulk, design, yard setbacks, lot coverage, density, parking, signage,
landscaping, etc.; and to promote the public health, safety, welfare and general prosperity with the aim
of preserving a wholesome, serviceable and attractive community.

Bell Gardens Complete Streets Plan

The City adopted a Complete Streets Plan in February 2020 after a series of interviews, surveys, and
community workshops were conducted. The City uses the Complete Streets Plan policies and context-
sensitive complete street improvements to guide all efforts focused on walking, bicycling, and transit
access improvements. In addition to recommendations tailored for major arterials, a Low-Stress Network
with thirteen local street corridors was created to increase citywide connectivity to community
destinations and reduce traffic speeds and volumes on local streets. Furthermore, the plan includes an
“existing conditions” review and a list of prioritized projects based on need and cost.

Bell Gardens Bike Feasibility Study

The City initiated its bicycle route system development process with a comprehensive bike lane feasibility
study in 2015. The study includes an evaluation of the feasibility for bicycle facilities and alternatives on
all major roadways within city limits accounting for existing conditions and consistency with other regional
plans. The analysis concluded that transforming major roadways such as Eastern Avenue, Florence
Avenue, Florence Place, Garfield Avenue, and Gage Avenue with bicycle safety elements would have the
potential to increase bicycle activity and safety on city streets dramatically.
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2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION
2.1 BACKGROUND

California Government Code Section 65300 et seq. requires all counties and cities to prepare and maintain
a general plan for the long-term growth, development, and management of the land within the
jurisdiction’s planning boundaries. The general plan acts as a “constitution” for development and is the
jurisdiction’s lead legal document in relation to growth, development, and resource management issues.
Development regulations (e.g., zoning and subdivision standards) are required by law to be consistent
with the general plan.

General plans must address a broad range of topics, including, at a minimum, the following mandatory
elements: land use, circulation, housing, conservation, open space, noise, and safety. General plans must
also address the topics of environmental justice and climate change and resiliency planning, either as
separate elements or as part of other required elements. At the discretion of each jurisdiction, the general
plan may combine these elements and may add optional elements relevant to the physical features of the
jurisdiction.

The City of Bell Gardens General Plan 2010 was adopted in 1995 and is a comprehensive, long-range plan
that guides the City and serve as its constitution. The City’s General Plan contains seven sections or
elements. These seven elements are Land Use, Circulation and Transportation, Open Space and
Recreation, Conservation, Safety, Noise and Housing.

The California Government Code §65302 asserts that “The general plan shall include.... A circulation
element consisting of the general location and extent of existing and proposed major thoroughfares,
transportation routes, terminals, any military airports and ports, and other local public utilities and
facilities, all correlated with the land use element of the plan.” Further, State law requires that the
element shall “...plan for a balanced, multimodal transportation network that meets the needs of all users
of streets, roads, and highways for safe and convenient travel in a manner that is suitable to the rural,
suburban, or urban context of the general plan.”

Transportation that is multimodal and sustainable is also called for in several State of California policies
such as SB743 and SB 375, among others. These policies encourage the coordination of land use and
transportation, in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and support evaluation metrics that uplift
the urgency of climate change.

2.2 PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING

The City of Bell Gardens is a city of approximately 39,501 people.! The City was incorporated as a general
law city in 1961 and has its roots as a ranch and farming community. The City is a densely populated and
culturally diverse community.

The City of Bell Gardens is located in southeast Los Angeles County, between the Los Angeles River and
the Rio Hondo within the Gateway Cities sub-region. The City is bounded by the City of Commerce to the

1 U.s. Census Bureau, 2020 U.S. Census.
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north, the City of Downey to the east, the City of South Gate to the south, and the cities of Bell and Cudahy
to the west. The City comprises an area of approximately 2.4 square miles. Regional access to the City is
provided by the Long Beach Freeway (Interstate 710), which runs along the City’s western city limit and
connects the City to the regional interstate highway network; refer to Figure 2-1, Regional Location.

The roadway network in Bell Gardens loosely follows a grid pattern, with the orientation tilted in the
northeast direction to follow the curvilinear Rio Hondo River. The main north-south thoroughfares of
Eastern Avenue and Garfield Avenue are not parallel which causes a slight skew of the grid.

2.2.1 GENERAL PLAN LAND USES

The City’s land uses are designated for residential, commercial, and industrial activity at varying levels of
density and intensity. Residential parcels are low to medium-density, with some single-family housing
primarily west of Eastern Avenue. Commercial parcels that encompass shopping, entertainment, and
restaurant uses are concentrated along major thoroughfares such as Eastern Avenue and Florence
Avenue. The heaviest concentration of these uses is located in Downtown Bell Gardens, centered near
the Eastern Avenue and Florence Avenue intersection. Commercial uses in this area are mostly big-box
retail and national chains. Neighborhood-serving commercial shops and restaurants are located
elsewhere in the City, typically along major roadways such as Eastern Avenue, Florence Avenue, Garfield
Avenue, and Gage Avenue. Industrial and light manufacturing uses are clustered in the south and east
areas of the City. Figure 2-2, General Plan Land Use Map and Figure 2-3, Zoning Map, show the existing
land uses and zoning for the City of Bell Gardens.

2.2.2 CIRCULATION ELEMENT

The City’s Circulation and Transportation Element was adopted in 1995 and contains policies to resolve
ongoing transportation challenges and address the community’s needs. The City identified and prioritized
roadways, highways, and public utilities within the element to receive improvements over time and
programs to address capacity issues on roads, accessibility to public transit, and truck parking in residential
zones.

2.2.3 BELL GARDENS COMPLETE STREETS PLAN

The City adopted a Complete Streets Plan in February 2020 after a series of interviews, surveys, and
community workshops were conducted. The City now uses the policies and context-sensitive complete
street improvements within this plan to guide all efforts focused on walking, bicycling, and transit access
improvements. In addition to recommendations tailored for major arterials, a Low-Stress Network with
thirteen local street corridors was created to increase citywide connectivity to community destinations
and reduce traffic speeds and volumes on local streets. Furthermore, the plan includes an “existing
conditions” review and a list of prioritized projects based on need and cost.

2.2.4 EXISTING ROADWAY CLASSIFICATIONS

The City’s street network is organized into four classifications to carry local and regional traffic: major
highways, secondary highways, collector streets, and local streets. A brief description of each roadway
classification is provided below. Figure 2-4, Street Hierarchy, highlights the existing street classification for
roadways in the City.

Major Highways. These multi-lane roadways accommodate large traffic volumes and provide connections
to the rest of the street network. These roadways often have more than three lanes of traffic in each
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direction and a landscaped median within 84 feet to 100 feet of right-of-way. Typically, commercial and
industrial land uses line these corridors in the City.

Secondary Highways. Secondary highways connect traffic from collector streets to major highways.
Typical roadway characteristics belonging to this classification include two lanes in each direction within
64 feet to 80 feet of right-of-way. These roadways operate similarly to major highways except for lower
traffic volumes. Residential, commercial, and industrial buildings populate the immediate area around
each secondary highway.

Collector Streets. All roadways classified as collectors connect traffic from major and secondary highways
to the local street network. A typical collector roadway has one traffic lane in each direction within 40 to
60 feet of right-of-way. Collector streets primarily serve the residential areas of the City, and sometimes
include neighborhood-serving retail uses.

Local Streets. Local streets primarily serve local traffic and connect residential areas to local points of
interest. These roadways typically have one travel lane in each direction within a 30-to-40-foot right-of-
way. All local streets serve residential regions in Bell Gardens.

2.2.5 NON-MOTORIZED FACILITIES

Sidewalks in the City generally have the basic features needed to provide comfortable walking spaces for
users. For instance, most streets have curb ramps and vegetation that provide ample shade, which ensure
accessibility and enhance the walking experience. However, a small proportion of City streets do not have
sidewalk facilities available on both sides of the road on Scout Avenue and Park Lane. On Scout Avenue,
sidewalks are missing on two segments: Florence Avenue to Foster Bridge Boulevard and Live Oak Street
to Florence Avenue. On Park Lane, sidewalks are not available in front of Bell Gardens John Anson Ford
Park.

The City has bicycle routes and bicycle paths along the Los Angeles River and Rio Hondo, located along
with the City’s western and eastern city limits. Local and regional destinations are accessible by the bicycle
routes on Eastern Avenue, Gage Avenue, Florence Avenue, Florence Place, and Garfield Avenue. Residents
can access the existing bicycle paths at the Los Angeles River path entrance on Clara Street in the City of
Cudahy and the Rio Hondo bike path via the gate on Florence Avenue and from John Anson Ford Park.
Figure 2-5, Existing Bicycle Infrastructure, shows the existing bicycle facilities in the City.

2.2.6 TRANSIT

Four carriers provide all existing transit service within the City: the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (Metro), Commerce Municipal Bus Lines, Montebello Bus, and Bell Gardens
trolley system. Figure 2-6, Existing Transit Service, shows the existing bus lines within the City.

Metro offers local and regional services for the City’s residents with Line 110, 111, and 258. City residents
and visitors have access to Commerce’s three bus routes (Green, Orange, and Yellow) on Garfield Avenue
and Gage Avenue, as shown in Figure 2-6. Montebello Municipal Lines only has one route, Route 30,
operating exclusively on Garfield Avenue within the City. The City provides residents with local transit
service with a trolley that travels in a loop and connects to all major City landmarks and shopping areas.
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2.2.7 GooDS MOVEMENT

The City has truck routes designated on Eastern Avenue, a north-south major highway, north of Gage
Avenue, Florence Avenue, and Garfield Avenue. Figure 2-7, Truck Routes, illustrate the truck routes in the
City.

2.3 PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS

The City of Bell Gardens is proposing an update to its existing Circulation and Transportation Element. The
Circulation and Transportation Element provides a blueprint for establishing a convenient, safe, and
sustainable transportation network in Bell Gardens, which serves users of all modes including walking,
biking, rolling, riding transit, and driving. The purpose of the element is to improve the current
infrastructure in Bell Gardens as a foundation for an integrated and comprehensive transportation
network, which will reduce reliance on the private automobile and enhance other transportation options.
The element sets forth goals, policies, and programs to support connectivity in the context of the land
uses set forth in the existing Land Use Element. The proposed Circulation and Transportation Element
Update would not modify the City of Bell Gardens General Plan Land Use Map, land use designations, nor
intensities/densities identified within the General Plan Land Use Element. Additionally, the proposed
Circulation and Transportation Element Update would not result in any new roadways or increase existing
roadway capacities.

The mobility framework set forth in the proposed Circulation and Transportation Element supports State
and regional transportation efforts to establish a more sustainable, multi-modal network to combat
reliance on the private automobile, increase access to opportunity for diverse stakeholders, and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

2.3.1 MOBILITY GOALS AND VISION

The goals stated below provide guidance for policy, programs, and infrastructural changes to enhance the
mobility network of Bell Gardens.

M1 Establish a multi-modal transportation network which offers safe, comfortable, and convenient
travel for users of all modes including drivers, transit riders, bicyclists, walkers, and rollers.
Infrastructure shall support the needs of diverse Bell Gardens residents and visitors such as
children, elderly, people with disabilities, emergency responders, and movers of commercial
goods.

M 2 Employ transit-oriented land use planning and provide appealing, safe, and widely accessible
alternatives to private automobile use in order to reduce vehicle miles traveled per capita with
the goals of reducing risk of traffic collisions, lowering greenhouse gas emissions, and improving
public health.

Roadway Classifications

Bell Gardens roadway classifications are designated based on what type of traffic the roadway carries
along with its geometric characteristics. In the 1995 Bell Gardens General Plan, the roadway network was
divided into freeways, major highways, secondary highways, and collector streets. These naming
conventions followed best practices of the time. However, cities across the United States have updated
their conventions to reflect not only how roadways move vehicular traffic but also how they connect
communities. The City of Bell Gardens Circulation and Transportation Element Update proposes new

Project Description 2-4



City of Bell Gardens | General Plan Circulation and Transportation Element Update
Initial Study/Negative Declaration

classifications for the roadway network. Table 2-1, Roadway Classifications, compares the roadway
classifications from the existing 1995 Circulation and Transportation Element with the Circulation and
Transportation Element Update.

Table 2-1: Roadway Classifications

2021 Circulation e
1995 General Plan Element Update Description
e  Provide access to the regional system of interstate and
Freeway Freeway state freeways
e Vehicular traffic only
e Move large volumes of traffic through the community to
. freeways, other boulevards, or avenues
Major Highway Boulevard ,y ) ,
e Has sidewalks, bus stops, and sometimes, bike lanes
which connect with commercial uses
e Move traffic from collectors to boulevards and keep
through traffic off of residential, local streets
Secondary Highway Avenue e Has sidewalks, bus stops, and sometime, bike facilities
which  provide connections between community
destinations
o Move traffic from boulevards and avenues to local streets
Collector Collector e Has sidewalks, more residential character, and slower
vehicle speeds allowing active transportation users more
comfort when moving to neighborhood destinations
e  Provide direct access to individual (typically residential)
parcels
Local Local
e Has sidewalks, only one-vehicular lane in each direction,
and is primarily accessed by residents of the street
Policies

M 2.1 Performance Standards. Performance standards used to evaluate roadways will utilize both levels
of service (LOS) and vehicle miles traveled (VMT). The desired LOS for roadways will be LOS D or
less, although exceptions will be made where this is infeasible due to other mobility policy
priorities. VMT will be considered to prioritize reductions in emissions and improvements to
roadway safety. Amendments to Bell Gardens roadway plans will pursue reductions in VMT.

If the VMT analysis determines mitigation measures and/or proportional share costs to address
impacts from the proposed development, all mitigation measures and collection of proportional
share costs are to be completed within the City of Bell Gardens or deposited with the City of Bell
Gardens into a trust account until such quantity of funds are accrued to complete the shared cost
mitigation measure.

M 2.2 Funding. Diverse funding sources will be sought out to maintain, operate, and improve the
roadway network and reduce the cost to the public.
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M 2.3 Regional Coordination. Local project plans will coordinate with Caltrans, SCAG, and Metro to
integrate local and regional improvements and further local and regional mobility goals.

M 2.4 Complete Streets. Apply a Complete Streets approach to roadway network improvements, which
utilize innovative design solutions for mobility. The 2020 Bell Gardens Complete Streets Plan will
be used to guide upcoming improvements.

M 2.5 Prioritize Improvements. Streets that are currently overcapacity — segments of Eastern Avenue,
Garfield Avenue, and Clara Street, and all of Gage Avenue — will be prioritized for infrastructure
improvement, as set out in the Complete Streets Plan. Traffic signal improvements and other
vehicle flow treatments can be explored to reduce gridlock and congestion.

M 2.6 Public Safety. Place high priority on safety and reduction of collisions.

M 2.7 Active Transportation. Promote active transportation infrastructure such as bicycle lanes,
increased sidewalk lighting, and improved pedestrian crossings on classified streets.

M 2.8 Green Infrastructure. Incorporate green infrastructure in roadway design when possible.

M 2.9 Infrastructure Installation. Minimize operational disruptions by consolidating the installation of
future infrastructure needs and projects, with opportunities for upgrades.

M 2.10 Driveway Consolidation. Minimize the number of curb cuts along classified streets in order to
improve active transportation safety and roadway function.

Programs

M 2.a Capital Improvement Program. Regularly update the Capital Improvement Program based on
adopted mobility policies, funding opportunities, and community needs.

M 2.b Development. Assist applicants in demonstrating compliance with mobility policies and require
developments to include roadway network improvements in line with Bell Gardens mobility goals.
Accommodating active transportation users (through bicycle parking) or transit users (by
providing information on transit and vanpool/carpooling options) should also be encouraged.

M 2.c Transportation Impact Analysis. Ensure that transportation impact analyses are conducted in a
manner which assesses contributions to desired local, regional, and environmental mobility goals.
The City should update its traffic analysis guidelines to incorporate Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT)
metrics and associated thresholds of significance.

M 2.d Design Standards. Develop design standards consistent with Complete Streets, which support the
needs of all roadway users to more efficiently guide future designs and plans.

M 2.e Safety Records. Gather and utilize thorough collision data to assess safety issues and develop
plans to improve safety for vulnerable roadway users.

M 2.f Review Circulation Element. Review the Circulation Element as new state, local, and regional

policies and initiatives are developed to ensure that it reflects current conditions and priorities.
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Public Transportation
Proposed Improvements

To encourage transit ridership, the comfort and convenience of transit should be improved. Providing
accessibility and safety is one important step in this goal. Bus stops should therefore be ADA accessible
and have amenities such as shelters, benches, trash cans, lighting, route information, and police presence
for added safety. These treatments should be implemented consistently across the city.

Providing an electric car share would encourage the sharing of automobiles as resources and offer more
mobility options for Bell Gardens residents without access to a privately owned vehicle.

The Florence Avenue and Garfield Avenue corridors have access to diverse destinations within Bell
Gardens, as well as bus lines provided by City of Montebello, City of Commerce, and Metro. Florence
Avenue, most notably, will serve as a direct connection to the new Florence Avenue and Salt Lake Avenue
Metro rail stop proposed through the upcoming West Santa Ana Branch light rail expansion. The City also
identifies the need to have a new pedestrian bridge constructed over the I-710 freeway, to connect Bell
Gardens residents from the southwesterly City border near Julia Asmus Park, to the neighboring City of
South Gate. There is a lack of pedestrian access in this southwestern part of the City to safely connect
residents walking to adjacent communities. With the upcoming development of the light rail transit
project bringing a rail stop to the City of South Gate within close proximity to the LA River and the Bell
Gardens border, there is a great opportunity to improve pedestrian access that will further connect
residents to newly expanded rail access located just outside city limits. Improving service in these
corridors will diversify the destinations that are easily accessible by transit from within Bell Gardens.

The Town Trolley’s current fixed route has 52 stops and takes a meandering route through Bell Gardens’
key destinations. Given this, the connections provided by this service can be slow and not time efficient.
Converting this service to an on-demand service would improve ridership and offer improved access to
destinations.

Policies

M 3.1 Regional Coordination. Collaborate with other local transit agencies, along with Metro and SCAG
to create a convenient and affordable regional transit network that provides access to Bell
Gardens residents.

M 3.2 Rail Access. Work with adjacent cities, such as Cudahy, Bell, South Gate, and Commerce to create
convenient bus service to existing and upcoming Metro rail stops.

M 3.3 Rail Expansion. Support Metro’s development of the West Santa Ana Branch rail, along with any
upcoming rail service which would serve the city.

M 3.4 Land Use. Integrate land use and transportation planning in order to prioriti